
Mrs. Carolyn Mackenna
August 30, 1942 - August 7, 2015

Carolyn Mackenna passed away on August 7th at the age of 72 from breast
cancer. 
Carolyn had a deep passion for flowers. She just couldn’t resist. Every year
when the new catalogs would come out, she would state she wasn’t getting
anymore because she had so many and it should be enough but the next time
we saw her she would be excited to show us what she had picked out and
how she couldn’t wait for them to be delivered. She found such joy in having
her hands in the dirt tending to things and helping them to grow and be as
brilliant and beautiful as they could possibly be. That was how she loved her
children too. She tended to us and tried to help us be as brilliant and beautiful
as we could be. 
Carolyn is survived by two children - her son Gerry and her daughter Christine
. She also leaves behind four grandchildren Autum, Tyler, Kyle and Hannah,
one great-grandchild, Brandon and a niece, Kathy. She adored her
grandchildren and great-grandchild and was so very proud of the people they
have become. We talked at length about how it didn’t matter how much money
they made or what title they had, it was about how good of a person they had
grown up to be and they did not disappoint her. She spent many days helping
to care for them when they were young and attended numerous concerts and
other events. She was there for the birth of Hannah and said it was one of the
most precious moments of her life. 
Carolyn loved her involvement in the Neighborhood Association. She spoke



often about the wonderful people she met and how much it meant to her to try
to make a difference in her little corner of the world. 
She also had a love for animals. We have no doubt her beloved dog Sadie
was there to greet her in heaven and lead her to her family with her cat Lola
trotting behind. She liked to think of herself as a mini female version of the
Dog Whisperer and was free with her tips on how things should be done. 

 A special thank you to her friends/neighbors Pete and Sherry/Sarah and
Dave, you were such a blessing in her life. You were always there for her in
every way, whether it was with friendship or a helping hand. She treasured
your presence in her life. 

 Another special thank you to the Unity Hospice group – Ashley her primary
nurse who treated her with such love and dignity, Robin her CNA who brought
a smile to her face with the tender care she provided and Linda who was there
on the morning of her passing with such caring words. 

 It’s so difficult to find the right words to describe someone. How do you put 72
years of living into a few paragraphs? It’s especially hard when it’s someone
you love so much. 
Most of us don’t have the opportunity to impact a great number of lives but all
of us have the chance to have a great impact on the few lives we touch. 
Her presence in our lives will transcend time and be a part of how we live our
lives every day. She was so strong in the face of such a ferocious disease and
was able to find a smile through it all. 
Mom, you are deeply loved and will be dearly missed. We know you will be
with us every day until we see you again. XXOO 

 Thank you Tyler/Tia, Kyle/Kara, Hannah and Brandon for your loving support
during this difficult time, you are all so amazing and we love you so very
much!
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DONNA DETENNIS-EGGEN - August 12, 2015 at 08:53 AM

I AM DEEPLY SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS. 
 SHE WAS QUIT THE WOMAN. SO STRONG 

AND DEDICATED TO WHATEVER SHE WAS DOING. 
 I WOULD BE THERE IF MY DOCTORS WOULD RELEASE ME. 

 MY THOUGHTS AND PRAYER ARE WITH THE WHOLE FAMILY.

Jim Hendzel - August 11, 2015 at 11:38 PM

Gerry, My thoughts and sympathy go out to you and your family.
Carolyn was a wonderful lady to work with and memories of her will
live on for many years to come. Jim Hendzel

Christine Schroeder - August 11, 2015 at 05:10 PM

5 files added to the album New Album Name
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Mary Stutleen - August 11, 2015 at 12:05 PM

I am so sorry that your mom, Carolyn, passed away. At City Hall,
she would stop in to talk for a moment or two if she needed to come
to DPW. If we met in the parking lot on off hours, we would
commiserate over our work. Oh, we could shake our heads! I will
always remember Carolyn for being in the trenches with me and
remembering those times with her sure bring a smile. Love always,
Carolyn! 

 Mary Stutleen

dave dorn - August 11, 2015 at 11:59 AM

Carolyn was more then a great neighbor she was a great friend!!!
She loved to make her yard nice and it always made us feel we
needed to keep ours up as well. She will be missed. Till we meet
again!!! Dave, Sarah, Bryce, Alex.

Judy Van Rossum - August 11, 2015 at 09:43 AM

I was stunned by the news of Carolyn's passing. We worked at city
hall for several years. She always had a smile and a moment to
chat. I will remember her with a smile because I have nice
memories of her. She was obviously loved by her family and friends
and you could see that in her...all the time. I am so sorry for your
loss. I will miss you Carolyn. Judy VR
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A Team - August 11, 2015 at 08:20 AM

A Team purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Mrs. Carolyn Mackenna.

Lorrie B. - August 11, 2015 at 07:12 AM

I worked with Carolyn for several years in the Human Resources at
Brown County. While there, she excelled as a highly skilled
professional who willing shared her wisdom and experience with us
all. A friendship between she & I developed that lasted years. Our
shared love of beautiful flowers and animals were a bond. We
enjoyed the Botanical Garden Fair in the summer and the Christmas
light show in the winter. I called her Sweet Caroline and she
affectionately referred to me as Lorrie Mae. She talked constantly of
her love for her children, grandchildren and all of the joy that they
brought into her life. She was a sweet soul -- funny, witty and oh-so-
wise. I will miss her.
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